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Victorian State Budget provides much-needed investments on the path to genuine reform 

 

The 2016-17 Victorian State Budget released today reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to its 

Education State agenda by providing some much-needed investments on the path to genuine 

reform of early childhood education and care services in Victoria. 

 

“We welcome the additional $10 million over two years to build new kindergartens and integrated 

children’s hubs in growth areas,” said Mr Shane Lucas, CEO of Early Learning Association Australia. 

 

“We also welcome the investment of $4.4 million over four years to support small kindergartens in 

rural areas, as these services are often located in disadvantaged communities and are vulnerable to 

fluctuating enrolments – a major viability issue in the context of new educator-to-child ratios 

introduced from 1 January 2016 as part of the ongoing roll-out of the National Quality Standards. 

 

“And as part of the Government’s significant response to the Royal Commission into Family 

Violence, $3 million over two years will assist to develop new educational materials and train early 

childhood teachers to help students learn about respectful relationships to prevent family violence.  

 

“These are important investments and they are steps along the path to genuine reform of early 

learning provision in Victoria – and the need for genuine reform was consistently highlighted in 

responses from the sector and the community through the Education State consultations last year.” 

 

As part of the 2015 consultation process, ELAA (in collaboration with a range of sector partners) 

developed the Ten Principles for an Early Education State - and ELAA’s budget submission to the 

Government outlined the urgent tasks required to achieve the Education State, including: 

 

 Conducting a “root-and-branch” review of the 25 year old kindergarten funding model 

 Providing critical funding support for Kindergarten Cluster Management  alongside the 

proposed implementation of a new policy framework 

 Ensuring that kindergarten attendance is universal with 20 hours funded in the year before 

school 

 Making a minimum of five funded hours of early learning available for all 3 year old children 

 

“Today’s budget announcements are welcome, but there is still much work to do and we will 

continue to advocate strongly to Government about the critical importance of taking the next steps 

along the path to genuine reform,” Mr Lucas said. 
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