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ELAA calls for public debate on the benefits of compulsory, fully-funded 
kindergarten for four-year olds 
 
Early Learning Association Australia (ELAA) has lodged its 2014-2015 Budget Submission with the 
Victorian Government today, calling for a public debate on the benefits of providing 15 hours of 
fully-funded, compulsory early learning to all children in the year prior to primary school. 
 
“We believe the time is right for community debate on this issue,” said Shane Lucas, CEO of ELAA. 

“Australian and international research demonstrates that quality early learning programs provide 
the firm foundation of every child’s life-lasting social and financial prospects. 
 
“We believe fully-funded, compulsory kindergarten would ensure that early learning services 
become genuinely universal for all children.  This would also provide opportunities to better link 
vulnerable children to early intervention and prevention strategies as required,” Mr Lucas said. 
 
“The upcoming Productivity Commission Inquiry into Childcare and Early Childhood Learning is 
another important forum for a debate that can elevate the status of early learning in the public mind 
and enable people to better understand its long-term benefits.”  
 
ELAA acknowledges the lead role played by the Commonwealth and Victorian Governments in the 
implementation of the National Quality Framework and Universal Access; and other initiatives that 
demonstrate a shared commitment to ELAA’s vision of `excellence in early learning for every child’. 
 
“Our State Budget submission reinforces ELAA’s support of the National Quality Framework and 
Universal Access – and calls on the Victorian Government to continue to invest in early learning 
infrastructure, inclusion support, and the workforce; and to develop a long-term and sustainable 
vision for the vitally important kindergarten cluster management model. 
 
“The early learning sector’s commitment to work in partnership with State and Commonwealth 
Governments to deliver high quality early learning has never been stronger – this is especially true in 
Victoria, which has embraced the national quality agenda. 
 
“We therefore believe that the Victorian Government is well placed to lead a debate about the 
importance of early learning to the community’s social and economic future – and to invest in the 
development of long-term early years’ strategy to improve every child’s social, educational and 
wellbeing outcomes.” 
 
Go to www.elaa.org.au to download a full version of the ELAA Budget Submission: to the Victorian 
Government 2014-2015. 
 
Media contact: Shane Lucas, CEO, Early Learning Association Australia 0417 308 751 or 03 9489 
3500 
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