
This new regular feature is an 
opportunity to share everyday 
practices from quality early learning 
programs which promote inspiring 
learning experiences for young 
children. 

“It focuses on embedding sustainable 
practices in all our programs and involving 
educators, children and families, which 
supports the development of lifelong 
attitudes and values in relation to caring 
for our environment,” Michelle says.

Examples of how the kindergarten has 
embedded sustainability in its activities 
include:

•	 	actively	sorting	rubbish	for	recycling	and	
food scraps for composting

•	 	undertaking	long-term,	soil-based	
biodegradability experiments to 
illustrate how materials break down

•	 	encouraging	children	to	become	‘energy	
savers’ by turning lights off

•	 	reminding	each	other	to	be	water	wise	
by turning off taps and tipping water 
play troughs onto the garden after play

•	 	instilling	‘reduce,	re-use	and	recycle’	
behavioural concepts by reusing posters, 
paper, boxes, cylinders, cardboard and 
other materials donated by local 
businesses, or sourced during the 
kindergarten’s annual trip to Bayswater’s 
Resource Rescue service

•	 	propagating,	planting	and	caring	for	
shrubs, herbs and vegetables 

lorne kindergarten at the top  
of sustainability education
Lorne Kindergarten may be small but  
it likes to aim high when it comes to 
engaging and educating children and their 
families about science and sustainability.

Such lofty aspirations have paid off in the 
two years since the kindergarten introduced 
its unique, award-winning Junior Earthlings 
sustainability and science program.

Developed by the kindergarten’s 
educators, Michelle Danks and Alyce 
Stribling, in collaboration with the 
voluntary parent committee, the program 
brings together key scientific and 
sustainability concepts under one 
interactive, fun umbrella.

“Our goal is to actively engage the  
children in learning about the three core 
branches of science – natural, social and 
formal – to ensure their understanding of 
sustainability is much broader than simply 
recycling, tree planting and managing 
water,” explains Michelle.

“The program seeks to instil lifelong 
sustainability skills underpinned by 
comprehensive scientific knowledge  
of the natural world.

•	 	learning	‘paddock	to	plate’	techniques	 
by using produce from family vegetable  
gardens and eggs from the kindergarten’s 
resident chickens to make soups, healthy 
cakes and other dishes

•	 	using	sustainable	toys	purchased	from	
opportunity shops, swapped between 
other services or donated by local 
families 

•	 	making	ethical	purchasing	decisions,	
including sustainably sourced timber  
products, and 

•	 	ensuring	teachers	role	model	sustainable	
practices.

“Little eyes watch our every move,  
so showing strong leadership and 
environmental awareness is vital to 
engendering long-term sustainable 
behaviour in our children,” says fellow 
educator Alyce.

The children also learn scientific concepts 
in various ways. For example:

•	 	recycling	initiatives	provide	lessons	 
in chemistry and biodegradability

•	 	rockpool	rambles	teach	them	about	
oceanography, ecology and palaeontology

•	 	feeding	food	scraps	to	resident	animals	
focuses on biology and nutrition

innovative 
practice

26



ADVERTISING

Join over 500 kindergartens that currently 
use our payroll service at no charge.

ADP and the Department of Education have teamed up 
to provide government funded, expert payroll services 
to community based kindergartens.  

To get started, enquire today. 
1800 000 729 
adppayroll.com.au/kinders

stop wasting money

Talk to us about rejuvenating your outdoor play areas. 
From simple makeovers to major upgrades. 

We offer an extensive range of products and working 
with you will create a fun filled, action packed, cost 

effective upgrade for your kinder.

•	 MAXI	SAIL	SHADE	SYSTEMS.	Sails	and	Structures	
•	 MASTERPLAY	FLEXIBLE	PLAY	SYSTEMS	
•	 SANDPITS	and	FITTED	COVERS	
•	 RUBBERFLEX	–	RUBBER	SOFTFALL	SOLUTIONS	
•	 ‘BALINESE’	OPEN	PLAY	HUTS		•		SWING	FRAMES	
•	 DRY	CREEK	BEDS			•		TEE-PEES			•			ARBOURS	
•	 SECRET	GARDENS			•		DIGGING	PATCHES	
•	 DRAMA	STAGE	and	ACTIVITY	PLATFORMS		
•	 LANDSCAPING	AND	ALL	SURFACES

Your new playground is only a phone call away

TIME FOR AN 
UPGRADE

phone 9876 4112
mobile 0414 348 188
email pjoe @rabbit.com.au

•	 	indigenous	stories	present	topography,	
geography and cultural science concepts, and 

•	 	water	play	tests	the	theories	of	celebrated	
physicists. 

Introduced in 2014, the program proved so 
successful in its first 12 months that it was 
recognised in Sustainability Victoria’s 2015 
ResourceSmart Education Awards, winning  
the prestigious Early Childhood Service of the  
Year Award.

With more than 180 entries from some 100 
education services across Victoria, the award 
places Lorne Kindergarten at the top when it 
comes to exceptional environmental awareness 
and education projects.

“We knew we were on to something very special 
with this program but to be recognised on a 
statewide level has been exhilarating and 
vindicating,” Alyce says.

“In fact, we were overwhelmed that a small 
regional kindergarten could make such giant 
waves in the sustainability sector.”

The kindergarten has continued to build on the 
Junior Earthlings program throughout 2015 by 
transforming a disused space into a practical  
bush learning space. 

Featuring a produce garden, this ‘wild space’ 
enables children to explore the natural 
environment while practicing the various 
sustainability and science concepts they’ve  
been learning about.

The year ahead will see more work undertaken to 
enhance the Junior Earthlings program and further 
develop the wild space. Plans include planting 
indigenous species, fruit trees and other edible 
produce, and establishing a bush tucker garden.

“We will also be working toward being the first 
kindergarten to achieve Sustainability Victoria’s 
five-star rating,” says Michelle.

Visit www.lornekindergarten.com.au for more 
information.
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