
 

 
 
 
5 September 2014 
 
2015 kindergarten funding extension is welcome – now it’s up to the Productivity Commission! 
 
The Commonwealth Government announced today that it will extend its funding contribution to 
preschool / kindergarten funding for a further 12 months. 
 
“This is great news for parents, children and service providers,” said Shane Lucas, CEO of Early 
Learning Association Australia (ELAA). 
 
“The Commonwealth Government’s announcement is very welcome as it gives families certainty for 
next year. 
 
“But there is no commitment beyond 2015 and the Government has said it will await the findings of 
the Productivity Commission inquiry into childcare and early childhood learning before making any 
decisions about the long-term future of these critical early learning programs.” 
 
The Commission released a draft report on 22 July and sought further submissions by 5 September 
– ahead of a final report by the end of October. 
 
“Our final submission to the inquiry is tightly focussed on those issues and recommendations in the 
draft report that are of principal concern to ELAA members,” said Mr Lucas. 
 
“The draft report raised many issues – some we support, some we don’t - but the big ticket item for 
our parents and service providers is keeping 15 hours of funded preschool / kindergarten for 2015 
and beyond - and that means not letting the Commonwealth off the hook. 
 
 “We want the Commission’s final report to recommend the following priority actions to the 
Commonwealth Government: 
 

• Ensure the Commonwealth contribution to kindergarten funding (15 hours) continues 
beyond 2015 – and that the funding is transparent and provided for the purposes of 
supporting early childhood education 

• Ensure that preschools / kindergartens remain within the National Quality Framework 
• Maintain qualification and ratio requirements for teachers of 0-3 year olds 
• Maintain Fringe Benefits Tax and Payroll Tax exemptions for not-for-profit providers 
• Ensure no disadvantaged or vulnerable children and families are worse off under the 

recommendations ultimately made by the Commission. 

“In responding to the draft report, ELAA has worked closely with sector partners - including Early 
Childhood Australia, Goodstart Early Learning, Centre for Community Child Health, KU Children’s  

 



 

 

 

 

Services, Early Childhood Management Services, Community Child Care (Vic) and others - to ensure 
all the issues are covered and we commend our partners’ submissions to the Commission.” 

ELAA’s submission states that high quality early learning enriches the development and wellbeing 
of all children - and is of particular benefit for disadvantaged children and families.  

“This is not just an opinion,” Mr Lucas said. “It is a view informed by research evidence; by our 
members’ experience; and by the positive outcomes achieved by children in our members’ care. 

 “We look forward to the release of the Commission’s final report.” 

Media contact: Shane Lucas, ELAA CEO, Phone: 0417 308 751  

 


