
 

 
 
 
17 July 2014 
Senate reports confirm that quality early learning really matters 
 
The importance of quality early childhood education and care was affirmed in two reports published 
yesterday by the Senate Education and Employment References Committee. 

Two concurrent inquiries completed by the Committee into the Delivery of Quality and Affordable Early 
Childhood Education and Care Services and The Immediate Future of Childcare in Australia, unequivocally call on 
the Commonwealth Government to honour its role in funding the delivery of early learning services across 
Australia, and in supporting quality. 

“These reports reiterate what early learning services, educators and academics have been saying loudly to the 
Commonwealth over the past few months - that it must continue to fund and support high quality early 
learning programs,” said Shane Lucas, CEO of Early Learning Association Australia. 

Australian and international research demonstrates that children are learning from birth – and that every 
dollar invested early will have substantial long term social and economic benefits for individuals and for the 
community as a whole. 

“Through submissions and public hearings, the Senate Committee was told what the research shows - that 
the quality of interactions and experiences in our formative years provide the basis for all subsequent learning 
and behaviour,” Mr Lucas said. 

“The timing of these reports is significant, in that they have been released only days before the draft report of 
the Productivity Commission Inquiry into Childcare and Early Childhood Learning, scheduled for 22 July. 

“The Senate Committee has put forward several recommendations to the Government, including that it 
should continue to implement the National Quality Framework as agreed with States and Territories, and that 
it should continue to make its contribution to funding 15 hours of kindergarten / preschool for four-year-olds.” 

Both these initiatives, introduced by the previous Commonwealth Government and supported by States and 
Territories, are currently under review.   

“The Commonwealth has left the early learning sector waiting anxiously for several months while it 
undertakes these reviews,” Mr Lucas said. 

“Planning programs for 2015 is severely constrained – parents cannot make work and childcare commitments 
with any confidence – and educators don’t know what their hours of work will be or whether they will even 
have a job next year - until the outcomes of these reviews are known. 

“We are heartened that the Senate Committee has listened to the early learning sector and to the wider 
community about what is really important – funding and supporting high quality educational outcomes for 
children. 

“We hope that the Commonwealth Government has taken note, and that the Productivity Commission has 
similarly judged the impact of quality early learning on the basis of the evidence.” 
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