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Road safety education making a difference for Victorian families 
 
VicRoads today released statistics showing that no child under 7 years was killed in a car crash in 
Victoria in 2013.  
 
“This is a great result for all Victorian families and Early Learning Association Australia 
congratulates VicRoads and their road safety partners for their vision and hard work in promoting 
road safety,” Mr Shane Lucas, CEO of ELAA said. 
 
ELAA is a peak organisation representing parents and a range of early learning services, including 
kindergartens and long day care services.  ELAA also delivers Victoria’s early childhood road safety 
program, Starting Out Safely, on behalf of VicRoads.   
 
“In collaboration with VicRoads, the Starting Out Safely program is designed to provide an engaging 
approach to road safety education, with training for early childhood educators, maternal and child 
health professionals, parents and carers,” Mr Lucas said.    
 
Under a state-wide rollout of the program, more than 1400 educators in Victorian early learning 
services have received professional development training and resource materials on road safety 
education over the past two years.  
 
The program is a great example of organisations working together to implement national reforms 
to early childhood road safety education, aimed at reducing the death toll on our roads. 
 
“Our goal is to ensure that parents and educators understand the importance of keeping children 
safe on the roads, and to teach children at a very early age about safe road practices,” Mr Lucas 
said.  
 
A child restraint education session for parents and carers from culturally and linguistically diverse 
communities is also a highlight of the Starting Out Safely program.  Feedback from organisations 
that support CALD families indicates that these sessions have been well received by the 
participants.   
 
“Many of these families come from societies where road rules do not require children to be 
restrained in cars.  The education sessions have not only raised community awareness about the 
legal requirements in Victoria, but also helped families understand why children should travel in 
child restraints in cars,” Mr Lucas said. 
 
“The results over the last 12 months show that we need to continue to work together as a 
community to improve road safety and save lives.   
 
“Most Victorian families understand the importance of having children in the right restraint until the 
age of 7.  Our challenge now is to increase community awareness of the importance of children 
using the right restraint until they are able to correctly wear an adult seatbelt,” Mr Lucas said.   
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