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It’s about quality: sector calls on Productivity Commission inquiry to recognise importance of 
early childhood education to Australia’s future 
 
A coalition of education and community sector organisations is calling on the Productivity 
Commission to recognise the critical importance of quality early childhood education to children’s 
development – and to Australia’s social and economic future. 
 
The Productivity Commission is conducting an inquiry into Childcare and Early Childhood Learning 
in 2014. The initial public submissions phase of the inquiry concluded on Monday, 3 February. 
 
“As organisations, our individual submissions to the inquiry may differ in emphasis – but we are 
united in calling on the Commission to balance considerations of the cost of childcare, with a sound 
assessment of the social and economic benefits of quality early childhood learning services for all 
Australian children,” said Mr Shane Lucas, CEO of Early Learning Association Australia. 
 
“The inquiry should identify ways to ensure that families have access to affordable, inclusive, high 
quality early childhood learning and care that is available where and when it is required, including in 
disadvantaged communities, and rural and remote areas.” 
 
In this context, the sector also believes the inquiry represents an opportunity to reconsider the 
place of childcare and early childhood learning in the social and economic policy landscape. 
 
“All participating organisations emphasise the importance of ongoing implementation of the 
National Quality Framework in defining and supporting quality educational outcomes for children, 
regardless of the particular setting (e.g. kindergartens, long day care, etc) in which services are 
delivered,” Mr Lucas said.  
 
“The sector also believes it is critical the Commission look closely at the efficacy of funding 
arrangements across the sector, including Child Care Benefit, Child Care Rebate and the 
Government’s proposed parental leave scheme.” 
 
Various submissions also highlight Australian and international research demonstrating that 
children are learning from birth – and that every dollar invested early will have substantial long term 
social and economic benefits for individuals and for the community as a whole. 
 
“Research shows that the quality of interactions and experiences in our formative years provide the 
basis for all subsequent learning and behaviour,” Mr Lucas said. 

 



 
“We also know that longer term economic benefits will derive from providing our children – the 
productive workers of the future - with what the Business Council of Australia has described as the 
`foundation skills’ to be successful in life. 
 
“National productivity is not simply increased by providing cheaper childcare to parents and 
enabling them to return to work.” 
 
The sector also wants the Commission to consider the importance of funding appropriate 
professional development activities for educators. 
 
“Our teachers are our most valuable professional resource and need to be supported to deliver the 
quality educational outcomes our children need,” Mr Lucas said. 
 
“In all aspects of delivering a service, it is the quality of the learning and care that matters most, 
particularly for vulnerable children, and for children with a disability or developmental delay. 
 
“If a child’s earliest learning opportunities and development are impaired, those children are set up 
for a lifetime of disadvantage.” 
 
The Australian Early Development Index shows which communities have high numbers of young 
children that have fallen behind their peers even before they start school. 
 
“As a sector, we are confident that the submissions and public hearings process will assist the 
Commission to deliberate on the current childcare and early childhood learning system, and to 
provide realistic policy and funding options to Government,” Mr Lucas said. 
 
“We look forward to the next phase of the inquiry and to the Commission’s final report later this 
year.” 
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