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6 August, 2020 

 
Government lifeline to childcare is welcome but more may be required 
 
ELAA welcomes the extra support measures for the Victorian child care sector announced jointly by 
the Prime Minister and the federal Minister for Education, Dan Tehan, yesterday. 
 
"We greatly appreciate Minister Tehan's comments this morning acknowledging the critical 
importance of the work of childcare providers and his describing childcare staff as 'unsung heroes'", 
said ELAA CEO, David Worland. 
 
"It's great that parents will have an extra six weeks of allowable absences although should the stage 
4 restrictions not bring about a significant reduction in community transmission of COVID-19 in 
metropolitan Melbourne – and the lockdown have to be extended  –  ELAA hopes the Australian 
Government will have a suitable and rapid response." 
 
ELAA also welcomes the five percent across the board increase to Transition Payments for 
Melbourne metropolitan childcare services and further 'top up' payment contingencies for services 
whose CCS component of average pre-COVID revenue is less than 50 percent and who experience 
attendance levels of less than 30 percent of their pre-COVID levels.  
 
"These measures, combined with continued CCS payments to services, should - in theory, keep the 
majority of Victorian childcare service providers afloat during the coming six-week stage 4 
lockdown but there's a few assumptions there," added Mr Worland.  
 
"It assumes the majority of services can actually survive and recover from a stage 4 lockdown 
running on about 80 percent of their usual revenue and won't still attempt to charge parents gap 
fees. It also assumes, that because of the fee waiver, parents won't still just vote with their feet and 
cancel their childcare enrolments outright ... either because they are now in an untenable financial 
position that won't allow them to meet fees once they're eventually re-instated and / or the 
transmission statistics in Victoria will just simply make them too fearful of sending their children 
into environments where there is contact with others. 
 
"We greatly appreciate that the Australian Government is trying to throw providers a lifeline, save 
jobs, and free up permitted workers to do their work but these new arrangements are complicated 
and we may still have childcare providers that fall through the cracks – the question is just how 
many." 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with ELAA CEO, David Worland, contact James 
Gardener 0413 483 182 
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ELAA is the national peak body for not-for-profit providers of early childhood education and care. Our 
vision is Excellence in Early Learning for Every Child. www.elaa.org.au 
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