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Federal Budget Maintains Support on COVID but long-term vision for early 

learning needed 
 
With the handing down of the Australian Government's 20/21 Budget, Early Learning Association 
Australia (ELAA) recognises the Government's continued efforts to maintain targeted and 
commensurate levels of support to Child Care service providers and the families they serve. 
 
"The Child Care Recovery Package, announced prior to last night's budget, does provide a safety net 
for providers into the early part of 2021 and, justifiably, gives special attention to Victorian 
Providers," said ELAA CEO, David Worland. 
 
ELAA is also pleased that the Government has maintained funding levels that enable continued 
relaxed Child Care Subsidy activity test requirements (until April) for families whose employment 
has been affected by COVID-19; access to Additional Child Care Subsidy for families facing financial 
hardship, and gap fee waiving options for services operating in Stage 3 areas or higher. 
 
"We would, however, like to see further consideration given to providing greater certainty regarding 
the Australian Government's contribution to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early 
Childhood Education and Care beyond June 2022," added Mr Worland. 
 
"The benefits of maintaining certainty in respect of funding universal access to quality early 
childhood education and care have been documented many times over the past decade, most 
recently in the Front Project's 2019 paper A Smart Investment for a Smarter Australia ... . ELAA is 
keen to work with the Australian Government on this matter and a few other core initiatives such as 
two years of funded preschool, enhanced access for disadvantaged children, and an integrated 
workforce strategy. These will shape the future of early childhood education and care in Australia." 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with ELAA CEO, David Worland, contact James 
Gardener 0413 483 182. 
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ELAA is the national peak body for not-for-profit providers of early childhood education and care. Our 
vision is Excellence in Early Learning for Every Child. www.elaa.org.au 
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