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10 November, 2020 

 
Vic kindergarten fee subsidy delivers welcome certainty for 2021 

 
ELAA welcomes the Victorian Government's announcement of 2021 fee subsidies for providers of 
funded three and four-year-old kindergarten programs (including kindergarten programs in long 
day care), reduced fees for unfunded three-year-old kindergarten programs, and significant start up 
grants for newly established Outside School Hours Care programs in government schools. 
 
"The announcement will be a big relief for Victorian parents with pre-school aged children who are 
struggling to bounce back from the economic effects of the pandemic," said ELAA CEO, David 
Worland. "They no longer have to decide between bills, food and kindergarten. It also gives primary 
carers (predominately women) more options with regards to returning to or seeking work or study." 
 
The timeframe of the announcement (for the duration of 2021) represents a significant positive shift 
in approach to funding, especially given a new parent fee relief funding regime was announced at 
the start of terms 2, 3 and 4 during 2020. 
 
"The early funding commitment to 2021 will help to ensure consistent access for Victorian children 
and promote strong enrolments across Victorian services," said Mr Worland.  "This will help the 
majority of service providers to plan and budget and creates more job certainty for early learning 
workers. However, in some instances services with higher overheads and fees (than the subsidy cap) 
may be faced with a revenue shortfall and we ask that the Government monitor the affect on 
services in this category." 
 
While today's policy announcement is significant, ELAA is keen to see the government consulting 
closely with the kindergarten sector on how the funding will be implemented. "We look forward to 
more operational detail from the Government as many of our members will have numerous 
questions about what the announcement means for their service." 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with ELAA CEO, David Worland, contact James 
Gardener 0413 483 182. 
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