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A four-year commitment to kindergarten funding is a great stride forward 
 
The Australian Government’s 21/22 Federal Budget announcement of a four-year commitment to 
supporting universal access to at least 15 hours of preschool each week (600 hours per year) for 
children in the year before school is very welcome. 
 
“After years of annual 12-month extensions to the National Partnership on Universal Access to Early 
Childhood Education this longer-term commitment is certainly a step in the right direction,” said 
Early Learning Association Australia (ELAA) CEO, David Worland.  
 
“After years of advocacy by ELAA and other Early Childhood Education and Care peak bodies, it’s 
very encouraging that our collective advice to government, based on Australian and International 
research, appears to have been heard. Our message to government has always been that longer-
term funding will give greater certainty to service providers and families.” 
 
The Budget announcement has flagged that continued Commonwealth funding will be conditional 
on a number of sector performance targets being met in later years including improved attendance 
levels in funded kindergarten programs and measures of children’s school readiness. 
 
“ELAA welcomes the focus on improving attendance levels and this will have an overall positive 
impact on vulnerable and disadvantaged children but there is a need for ongoing consultation with 
the early childhood education and care sector and across the States to ensure the funding achieves 
intended outcomes,” said Mr Worland. 
 
“Last night’s announcement on kindergarten funding, on top of last week’s $1.7 billion commitment 
to a more equitable Child Care Subsidy model, demonstrates a broader and deeper commitment 
from the Australian Government to our sector.  
 
“ELAA looks forward to working with the Australian Government in assisting the sector and State 
Governments to further define and implement the performance measures. With a coordinated 
national approach, and increased performance data, we will be in a better position to take the next 
steps toward a National Partnership on Universal Access that ultimately funds two years of quality 
early learning before school.” 
 
For more information or to arrange an interview with ELAA CEO, David Worland, contact James 
Gardener 0413 483 182. 
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ELAA is the national peak body for not-for-profit providers of early childhood education and care. Our 

vision is Excellence and Equity in Early Childhood Education and Care. www.elaa.org.au 


