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ELAA Welcomes mandatory vax announcement for Vic early childhood 

workers 

22 September, 2021 
 

Early Learning Association of Australia (ELAA) welcomes today’s announcement by the Victorian 

Chief Health Officer that vaccination against COVID-19 will be a requirement for Victoria’s Early 

Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) workforce.  

The ECEC sector has played a pivotal role during the pandemic, and remained open to all families 

throughout the majority of each lockdown. Even now, centres are open to support the most 

essential workers, such as nurses and doctors, to attend work. 

“Our workforce cannot effectively distance from staff, parents and children. Our staff risk exposure 

as COVID-19 continues to impact the community and we see increased closure of Early Childhood 

Education and Care services,” said ELAA CEO, David Worland. 

“Today’s announcement gives reassurance to Victoria’s early childhood workers and families with 

children attending Early Childhood Education and Care services that they will be protected against 

the most serious effects of COVID-19, ” said Mr Worland. 

"ELAA has urged its members to actively encourage staff to vaccinate by providing paid leave to 

attend vaccination and promoting vaccination messages and information to their staff. We also 

surveyed our membership and received data that said a clear majority of our members are 

vaccinated and they support mandatory vaccination for all workers in the early childhood sector. 

Our members told us that mandatory vaccination will help them keep educators safe, and support 

centres to stay open and educating and caring for children. We presented this data to government, 

and are so pleased to see the Chief Health Officer’s decision today.” 

 
For more information or to arrange an interview with ELAA contact James Gardener 0413 483 182. 
 

ENDS 
ELAA is the national peak body for not-for-profit providers of early childhood education and care. Our 

vision is Excellence and Equity in Early Childhood Education and Care. www.elaa.org.au 


